RN02007 

Serial number: 10/502,176 
AMENDMENT 

REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 
It is asserted that these amendments do not add new matter and are supported by the 
specification and claims as originally filed. Entry of these claims is respectfiiUy 
requested. 

Claims 15-22 have been rejected. 

Claim 15 has been amended. 

Claims 16-17 and 19-22 are kept unchanged. 

Claim 18 is cancelled. 

Claims 15-17 and 19-22 are pending in the application. 

Claims 15-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by or, in the 
altemative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Honda et al. US 5,321,186. 
The instant claimed invention pertains to a process for the dry impregnation of a 
highly porous mineral oxide which is silica, alumina, silica-alumina, zirconia or 
titanium oxide, comprising the steps of: 

a) impregnating said oxide with a sufficient amount of concentrated orthophosphoric 
or polyphosphoric acid, then 

b) drying said oxide at atmospheric pressure at a temperature of between 100 and 
200°C for at least 3 hours, and, then, 

c) calcining said oxide at atmospheric pressure at a temperature of between 200°C and 
500''C for at least 2 hours. 
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RN02007 

Serial number: 10/502,176 
AMENDMENT 

The teaching of US 5,321,186 is clearly limited to mixing a tin or indium oxide with a 
phosphorus oxide or acid (please see colunm 3, lines 17-19). That particular mixture is 
then decanted and calcined as disclosed in the examples. 

On the contrary, the other elements such as silicon, aluminum, zirconium and titanium 
are only added to the above mentioned tin or indium oxide as catalyst additives in 
order to boost the activity of that catalyst (please see column 3, lines 50-56). Moreover 
SiUca, alumina, titania or zirconia are only mentioned as catalyst carriers and, 
therefore, are not reactants (please see column 3, lines 57-60). 

The skill artisan is not motivated at all to consider US 5,321,186 as a possible source 
of information because the goal of US 5,321,186 is to provide a method for the 
preparation of monoolefms through oxidative dehydrogenation and to provide a 
specific catalyst for that particular reaction. US 5,321,186 has nothing to do with a 
process for rendering polymers fire retardant (the instant claims 23 and 24) by 
incorporating or mixing an oxide made by the process as claimed as an efficient fire 
retardant. 

For these reasons. Applicant respectfiiUy requests that the Examiner now reconsider 
and withdraw the rejection of claims 15-22 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Honda et 
al. US 5,321,186. 
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RN02007 

Serial number: 10/502476 
AMENDMENT 

In view of the preceding remarks, it is asserted that the patent appUcation is in 
condition for allowance. Should the Examiner have any question concerning these 
remarks that would further advance prosecution of the claims to allowance, the 
examiner is cordially invited to telephone the undersigned agent at (609) 860-4180. A 
notice of allowance is respectfully solicited. 
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